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would minimize the project's
overall impact on air quality, sur-
face waters that flow into the
Great Salt Lake, groundwater and
wildlife.

"There would be a displace-
ment of shorebirds and water-
fowl," the draft EIS said, " . . .

lbutl the habitat is highly degrad-
ed and of low habitat value. Miti-
gation would result in an en-
hancement of habitat in the
vicinity for wildlife, especially
shorebirds and waterfowl. "

In the past century, Kennecott
has created a pile of tailings -fine-grained material left over af-
ter valuable minerals are extract-
ed from ore - that covers 5,700
acres and is 200 feet tall.

Growing by 152,000 tons daily,
the pile can hold about 400 mil-
lion more tons before the weight
of its load will make it potentially
unstable. That would be especial-
ly true if a moderate or large
earthquake shook the area.

"An earthquake in this area
could cause the fine-grained tail-
ings... to liquefy, potentially
causing failure of the impound-
ment," the draft EIS said.

Consequently, Kennecott de-
cided to create a new pile north of
the existing one, which will be di-
vided into sections by dikes and
seeded with grasses and other
vegetation to stabilize the mound.

Much of that vegetative work

already is under way to alleviate
the concerns of Magna residents,
who complained vehemently
about health-threatening dust
kicked up by northerly winds.

Kennecott originally proposed
expanding the tailings pile to the
north and east, but switched its
focus west when Salt Lake City
objected that growth to the east
would infringe on plans to devel-
op the city's northwest fringe.

Moving the pile west (its north-
ern border still will be close to In-
terstate 80) worked out just fine
for Kennecott. "It was a positive
movement because of lesser envi-
ronmental impacts," Fox said.

The site will destroy 1,055 acres
of wetlands, about 650 fewer than
its easterly counterpart. To offset
the loss of those wetlands, Kenne-
cott has purchased land northeast
of the Saltair beaches for inclu-
sion in a nature preserve.
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